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get forth in ſome 
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INTENDED FOR 


te InsPECTION of the preſent DRLIOATES 


the People of VIRGINIA, now ity Cons 
VENTION. 


the indiſpenſable duty of the ſupreme magiſtrate to 
er himſelf as acting for the whole community, and 
to ſupport its dignity, and aſſign to the people, 
ml juſtice, their various rights, as he would de faithful 
e great truſt repoſed in him. 
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THE PREFACE OF THE EDITORS. 


THE following piece wwas intended to con- 
vey to the late meeting of DELEGATES 
le ſentiments of one of their body, «whoſe per- 
ſonal attendance was prevented by an acci- 
dental illneſs. In it the ſources of our pre- 
ſent unhappy differences are traced with fuch 
faithful accuracy, and the opinions entertamed 
by every free American expreſſed with ſuch a 
manly firmneſs, that it muſt be pleaſing to the 
preſent, and may be uſeful to future ages, It 
will evince to the world the moderation of our 
late convention, who have only touched with 
tenderneſs many of the claims inſiſted on in this 
pamphlet, though every heart acknowledged 
therr juſtice. Without the knowledge of the 
author, we have ventured to communicate Hit 
ſentiments to the public; who have certainly 


a right to know what the beſt and wije/t of 


ther members have thought on a ſubjet? in 


which they are fo deeply intereſted. 
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TO THE 


STR, 
HERE 1s not a man of thought, 


it eſpouſe bad meaſures from bad 
Naples, but is juſtly alarmed, and 
Wruſly anxious, for the common 

pd, Affairs of ſuch magnitude now 
oy the public attention, as ſeem 
molye in them the fate of EMyeirE. 
e times are big with great events, 
at will be the conſequence, it is not 


ame ſyſtem be purſued, which 
long time hath employed the at- 
on of your Majeſty's miniſters, 
f ought to tremble for their heads. 
he preſent contentions with Ame- 
if not ſoon happily terminated, 

muſt 


— 


in the whole nation, who does 


human ſagacity to foretel. But if 
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This æra of your Majeſty's reign 


themſelves, and the tran{cendant 


3 
muſt end in ſuch ſcenes of troub 
bloodſhed, and devaſtation, which, 
contemplation alone, ſhock us w 
horror. But little time remains 
deliberaticn, or choice : a blow 
lead on to the deciſive ſcene ; and « 
{word muſt end what tyranny beg 


likely to be marked with the moſt i 
portant characters. It is 1mpoſlible 
ſubjects to ſtand by idle, unaſſe 
ſpectators, when they ſce their 80 
reign, and themſelves, nearly invo 
in diſtreſſes, which, for ought he 
foreſee, may end in the ruin of be 
you, Sir! may loſe your ſovereignty 
honour ; we, our libertiics, fortu 
and lives. 
The charge of preſumption upol 
dividuals, for ſpeaking freely 
theſe important things, is at ond 
ken off, by the evidence of the t 


tereſt that every man has in them. 
the mades of carrying on the wei 
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irs of ſtate ; of the artifice, cunning, 
Uireſs, and ſubtilty of courts, it is the 
meral lot to be ignorant: but of the 
4 principles of government, eſpecially 
this free ſtate, of thoſe laws, and 
xeedings, that are either ſubverſive, 
corroborative of the ſyſtem, many 
kt a3 able to judge as any miniſter 
wployed in your Majeſty's ſervice. 
eſe, with the firſt laws of nature, 
* prerogatives of man in human ſo- 
ty, with the ſacred and immutable 
ks of juſtice, equity, moderation, 
I wiſdom, men fully underſtand, 
Y were never tutored, or well receiv- 
a court ; where indeed, for the moſt 
men are more likely to loſe than 

0, accurate ideas of theſe things. 
are not among the arcana im- 
l: we can judge of them; and 
R a fair, undoubted, conſtitutional 
Wt, as free ſubjects, who claim li- 
by birth-right, and enjoy it by 
uus, to apply theſe principles to 
prelent conduct of your Majeſty's 


mi- 


( vil 9 
miniſters. And, in juſtice bound 
our country, and ourſelves, and t 
fidelity we owe, Sir, to you, as our 
vereign, we openly declare, that 1 
whole proceedings againſt our brethr 
in America, who are entitled, in con 
mon with ourſelves, to the privileg 
of men, and the liberties, franchiſ 
and protection of Engliſhmen, are 
open violation of the natural laws 
equity and juſtice; and unparalle 
infractions, upon the principles, : 
promulgated laws of this free ſta 
not to ſay, that every idea of ge 
policy is ſacrificed to maintain 
_ anforce the moſt vicious and danger 
ſyſtem that ever infatuated del 
purſued. 

Fruitleſs were the hopes that t 
few pages will, effect, what the a 
counſels, the moſt conſummate 
dom, and plaineſt remonſtrances, 
ſome of the wiſeſt, and beſt men, 
the preſent age, have not been 


to accompliſh. But if the per 
| l 


EY 
= thr by your Majeſty, or your mi- 
tiers, ſhould, for a moment, ſuſpend 
oe fatal counſels, or deſigns which are 
row taking, or ſeem ſyſtematically 
aned to overturn Au ERICAN LIBER“ 
IT, I ſhall think my labours well re- 
marded, God is my witneſs, that I 
mite not theſe things to excite ſedition, 
flir up rebellion : I ſhould deem my 
le well diſpoſed of, if, by the ſacri- 
Ike, your Majeſty could learn the wil- 
bm of righteous government, and 
four miniſters be taught to counſel 
mod things. Happy ſhould I be to 
vince your Majeſty, where legal au- 
rity ends, and tyranny begins; and 
Wt your dignity alone conſiſts in the 
| lnineſs of your ſubjects; and that 
len virtue and juſtice forſake your 
Mncils, error and ruin muſt inevit- 
ly enſue, With your Majeſty's mi- 
lers we can keep no longer. If ar 
ime we pitied their innocent in- 
Mities, that pity has long ago been 
werted into abhorrence from the 


a injuſtice 


dtedneſs of their counſels, and the 


the diſtinctions of government; they 


makes neceſſary. Thoſe cruel, in- 


this ſtate; but it runs counter i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
L 
| 


CET ) 
injuſtice of their deeds. By thei 
breaches upon your prerogative, Sir 
they have broken down the legal bar 
riers of the conſtitution, and deſtroye 


have changed, or attempted to chang 
lawful poſſeſſion into arbitrary domi 
nion : and, in the mad career, the 
may endeavour to make their Sovereig 
diſpenſe with every thing that entitle 
him to obedience ; and, by this mean 
convert the firſt duty of ſubjects in 
an oppoſition, which the great, al 
primary law of nature, felt-defenc 


pedient, tyrannical meaſures, whi 
firſt they adopted, reſpecting Ameri 
notwithſtanding the perilous circu 
ſtances into which they have broug 
both the colonies, and our own co 
try, they carry violently on; as if! 
could perſuade us that perſeverance \ 
integrity; and open oppreſſion, | 
neceſſity. Their ſyſtem is not 0 
manifeſtly repugnant to the Jaws 


7 * 
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whole ſtream of authority, and ex- 
amples derived from the various hif. 
tories of the ſeveral ſtates of the world. 
from them, they ought to have learn- 
a that confidence is the firſt, and 
frongeſt principle of obedience; and, 
which once loſt, is ſeldom recovered ; 
and that almoſt all ſtruggles for 
Iderty, againſt violence, and op- 
preſſion, have been been crowned with 
acceſs; and, without impiety, what- 
wer doctrines concerning Providence 
May prevail at court, we attribute ſuch 
ucceſs to the interpoſition of Heaven: 
and to Heaven the Americans now ap- 
peal, And, would to God that any 
Kommodations could ſoften thoſe ri- 
fours which your Majeſty's mini- 
lers ſeemed determined to purſue, 
it it ſeems that no equivalent but Li- 
erty, will be deemed a ſufficient ſatisfaction 
or the affronts which the honeſt ſtrug- 
pes for freedom have given: under the 
etence of law, natural juſtice and 
Juity fall defeated ; and the conſtitu- 
M is wounded under the ſemblance 
a 2 of 


( ii) 
of a temporary cure, —Your miniſters, 
Sir! are total ſtrangers to thoſe nice 
temperaments and allays to mitigate 
the evils and maladies of the ſtate, in 
which much of the wiſdom of govern- 
ment conſiſts. They ſtrain, where they 
ought to relax; and think to accom- 
pliſh by exertion, what they want abi- 
lities to effect by lenient meaſures.— 
They. do not ſee theſe happy mediums 
ſo neceſſary in the adjuſtments of great 
affairs; by which authority is preſerved 
on the one hand, and allegiance ſe 
cured on the other. Theſe impracti 
cable men renounce all expedients but 
power, — They have recourſe to arms 
when they ſhould ſeek only counſel. 
They attempt that by oppreſſion, whic 
juſtice, well adminiſtered, would more 
effectually accompliſh. ._.They tall 
of enforcing the laws, when they ar 
violating the conflitution : and urge thi 
neceſſities of ſtate, when they them 
felves are the authors of the very ne 
ceſſities of which they complain. 


THIEF are for doing that in a trce ſtats 
whicl 


(iii) 
wich the moſt deſpotic, in like cir- 
uſtances, if wiſe, would carefully avoid. 
What is there, Sir! to countenance. 
b great a hazard of ruining America, 
gd diſtreſſing ourſelves? of. exciting 
hem to arms, and ourſelves: to the 
uughter of our own ſons? have your 
miniſters, Sir! diſcovered mines of in- 
ahauſtible riches in America, which 
hey wiſh to plunder, to diſcharge our 
pormous national debt ?—Alas they 
Ml find no other riches but what a 
tenuous induſtry has gained; virtue, 
ich the love of Liberty has inſpired; | 
Ma race of men not degenerate 
lough ro part with Freedom. without 
wbleftruggle. Before their charters x 
re violated, their laws infringed, their | 
We oppreſſed, one of their chief cities, 
its inhabitants, proſcribed, and ji 
Itary expeditions ſent to awe and in- {| 
date them, their lives and fortunes 1 
e at our diſpoſal : can ſubjects offer, 
hey give more? I will be bold to 
are to your Majeſty, that before {| 
e fatal proceedings, no nation in | 
the | 
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and obedience, as Great Britain did ir 


= 
the known hiſtory of the world, con 
ſidering the growing ſtrength, grandeur 


and extent of that mighty empire, tho' de 
pendent, could ever boaſt ſuch confidence 


her Colonies. —Theſe are nw in dange 
of being irrecoverably loſt, not by thei 
defect ion, but our own unaccountabl 
folly.—2zos Deus vult * e0s prid 
dementat. 

Tour miniſters, Sir! as tyrants eve 
do, juſtify. their oppreſſions, by the r 
ſiſtance they have met with: and pe 
haps have impoſed upon their Princ 
by talking of the ſatisfaction which t 
honour and dignity of the crown ſhou 
receive upon their ſuppoſed violatio 
Satisfy, Sir! the dignity and honour 


the crown; but let your minifters bull 
ware that they do not facrifice yoſWſ«cla 
crown to the vain, and impradicalihſire: 


ſchemes of ſatisfying its honour, a 
maintaining its dignity. will bo 
affirm, Sir, that if the dignity 4 


honour of the crown are to be p 
chal 


6 
caſed at the rate your miniſters ſeem 
o eſtimate them, that the price will be 
keld too dear by every good, and vir- 
wous man in the nation. 

And here, Sir! pauſe diſappoint 
your miniſters, and gratify millions of 
jour ſubjects.— The Americans have 
not as yet revolted.— They have not 
thrown off their allegiance. Their 
ſubmiſſion is ſo habitual, that it cannot 
ally be diſpenſed wh. Do them but 
/afice, and they will eſteem it an act of 
brace, They will call that a favour now, 
which hereafter they will claim as their 
ht —What they now demand, the fol- 
owing pages, which, with all due ſub- 
niſlion, I offer to your Majeſty, will 
leclare—hitherto they have kept them- 
les within proper limits; and have 
atended their requeſts no farther than 
dey were countenanced by the laws, 
ad that friendly protection, which, 
tom our country, they had reaſon to 
apect. But further oppreſlions, Sir, 
uy probably change their mode of ſuit. 
Allegiance will ſometimes relax its ſub- 
miſſion, 


1 vt _ } 
miſſion. © Wiſdom itſelf does not inter. 
meddle in the regulation of extremi- 
ties; and what can moderate the con- 
duct of deſpair ?—When dangers ſur- 
round men they are not very nice in 
the method of ſalvation. And the on 
means of extricating themſelves, will 
appear the rizbt—When our friends 
riſe up to oppreſs us, it is pardonable, 
and juſtifiable, to throw ourſelves into 
the arms, even of an enemy, for pro- 
tection, 


I am, 
With all due ſubmiſſion, 


and allegiance, 


Your Majeſty's faithful ſubject, 
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RITISH AMERICA, &e. 


[) ESOLVED, that it be an inſtrue- f 


able and dutiful addreſs be preſented to 

| : majeſty, begging leave to lay before | 
D, 3s chief magiſtrate of the Britiſh em- 

, the united complaints of his majeſty's "1 
eds in America complaints which 
B are 


tion to the ſaid deputies, when aſ- 
Wdled in general congreſs with the de- 
lies from the other ſtates of Britiſh Ame- 1 
a, to propoſe to the ſaid congreſs that an | 


LeS--1 

are excited by many unwarrantable e 
croachm-ais and uſurpations, attempted t 
be made by the legiſlature of one part 
the empire, upon thoſe rights which Ce 
and the laws have given equally and ind( 
pendently to all. To repreſent to his m 
jeſty, that theſe his ſtates have often ind 
vidually made humble application to 
imperial throne, to obtain, through its i 
tervention, ſome redreſs of their injur 
rights, to none of which was ever even 
anſwer condeſcended : humbly to he 
that this their joint addreſs, penned int 
language of truth, and diveſted of thoſe & 
preſſions of ſervility which would perſuz 
his majeſty that we are aſking favours, 
not rights, ſhall obtain from his majelt 
more reſpectful acceptance. And this 
majeſty will think we have reaſon to 
pect, when he reflects that he is no m 
than the chief officer of the people, 
pointed by the laws, and circumſcn 
with definite powers, to aſſiſt in wor 
the great machine of government, ere 
for their uſe, and conſequently ſubject 


their ſuperintendance. And in ordert 
| Ws 
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eſe our rights, as well as the invaſions of 
hem, may be laid more fully before his 
mieſty, to take a view of them from the 
wigin and firſt ſettlement of theſe coun- 
tnes. | 

To remind him, that our anceſtors, 'be- 
fore their emigration to America, were the 
fee inhabitants of the Britiſh dominions in 
Europe, and poſſeſſed a right which nature 
Is given to all men, of departing from 
te country in which chance, not choice, 
lus placed them; of going in queſt of new 
ubitations, and of. there eſtabliſhing new 
cities, under ſuch laws and regulations 
o them (hall ſeem moſt likely to pro- 
note public happineſs. That their Saxon 
mceſtors had, under this univerſal law, in 
Ike manner left their native wilds and 
Foods in the north of Europe; had poſſeſſed 
liemſelyes of the iſland of Britain, then leſs 
Marged with inhabitants, and had eſta- 
liſhed there that ſyſtem of laws which has 
b long been the glory and protection of 
lut country. Nor was ever any claim of 
etiority or dependence aſſerted over 
lem by that mother country from which 
B 2 they 
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1 
they bad migrated ; and were ſuch a claig 
made, it is believed that his majeſty's ſy 
jects in Great Britain have too firm a fee 
ing of the rights derived to them fro 


their anceſtors, to bow down the 
vereignty to their ſtate before ſuch vii 
nary pretenſions. And it is thought th at 
no circumſtance has occurred to ditungui 1 
materially the Britiſh from the Saxon em 
gration. America was conquered, and He. 
ſettlements made, and firmly eſtabliſſ e 
at the expence of individuals, and not wo 
the Britiſh public. Their own blood w 3 
ſpilt in acquiring lands for their ſettleme 4 
their own fortunes expended in maki Ir 
that ſettlement effectual; for theme! 9 
they fought, for themſelves they conquete * 
and for themſelves alone they have rig hab 
to hold. Not a ſhilling was ever iflu * 
from the public treaſures of his majeliy, [tit] 
his anceſtors, for their aſſiſtance, till of ve ul; 
late times, after the colonies had beco 1 
eſtabliſhed on a firm and permanent footi in 
That then, indeed, having become valual het 


to Great Britain for her commercial purpo 


his parliament was pleaſed to lend them 
ſiſtan 


1 


ance againſt an enemy, who would fain 
we drawn to herſelf the benefits of their 
wmmerce, to the great aggrandizement of 
berſelf, and danger of Great Britain. Such 
filtance, and in ſuch circumſtances, they 
ad often before given to Portugal, and 
ther allied ſtates, with whom they carry 
ma commercial intercourſe ; yet theſe 
lates never ſuppoſed, that by calling in 
ter aid, they thereby ſubmitted themſelves 
þ her ſovereignty. Had ſuch terms been 
wpoſed, they would have rejected them 
uch diſdain, and truſted for better to the 
doderation of their enemies, or to a vi- 
us exertion of their own force, We 
b not, however, mean to under-rate 
loſe aids, which to us were doubtleſs va- 
able, on whatever principles granted; 
uwe would ſhew that they cannot give 
title to that authority which the Britiſh 
lament would arrogate over us, and 
at they may amply be repaid by our 
Ping to the inhabitants of Great Britain 
Kh excluſive privileges in trade as may 
Rudvantageous to them, and at the ſame 


We not too reſtrictive to ourſelves. That 
ſettle- 


was thereby made the central link connect 


on them afterwards the exertion of thol 


WE: 
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ſettlements having been thus effected in 
the wilds of America, the emigrants 
thought proper to adopt that ſyſtem of 
laws under which they had hitherto lived 
in the mother country, and to continue 


their union with her by ſubmitting them- 
ſelves to the ſame common ſovereign, wh 


ing the ſeveral parts of the empire thu 
newly multiplied. 

But that not long were they permitted 
however far they thought themſelves re 
moved from the hand of oppreſſion, ti 
hold undiſturbed the rights thus acquired 
at the hazard of their lives, and loſs 
their fortunes. A family of princes w: 
then on the Britiſh throne, whoſe treaſon 
able crimes: againſt their people broug 


ſacred and ſovereign rights of puniſhme 


reſerved in the hands of the people 1 "a 
caſes of extreme neceſſity, and judged WW: 
the conſtitution unſafe to be delegated 4 f 
any other judicature, While every d hen 
brought forth ſome new and unjuſtifa - 
exertion of power over their ſubjects © 4 


th 
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that fide the water, it was not to be ex- 
jected that thoſe here, much leſs able at 
that time to oppoſe the deſigns of deſpo- 
tim, ſhould be exempted from injury. 

Accordingly that country, which had 
been acquired by the lives, the labours, 
nd the fortunes, of individual adven- . 
turers, was by theſe princes, at ſeveral 
limes, parted out and diſtributed among 
the favourites and followers of their for- 
unes, and, by an aſſumed right of the 
gown alone, were erected into diſtinct and 
dependent governments; a meaſure 
mach it is believed his majeſty's prudence 
nd underſtanding would prevent him from 


*1632, Maryland was granted to lord Baltimore; 14 
Uh, Il. Pennſylvania to Penn, and the province of Ca- 
ina was in the year 1663 granted by letters patent of 
W majeſty, king Charles II. inthe 15th year of his reign, 
l propriety, unto the right honourable Edward earl of 
hrendon, George duke of Albemarle, William earl 
Craven, John lord Berkeley, Anthony lord Aſhley, 
ir George Carteret, fir John Coleton, knight and baro- 
and fir William Berkeley, knight; by which letters 
Ment the Jaws ef England were to be in force in Ca- 
Mina: but the lords proprietors had power, with the con- 
ſl of the inhabitants, to make bye-laws for the better 
ernment of the ſaid province; ſo that no money 
_- received, or law made, without the confent 
Ahe inhabitants, or their repreſentatives. 


imi- 
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imitating at this day, as no exerciſe of ſuch 
a power, of dividing and diſmembering 4 
country, has ever occurred in his majeſty's 
realm of England, though now of very 
ancient ſtanding ; nor could it juſtified or 
acquieſced under there, or in any other 
part of his majeſty's empire. 

That the exerciſe of a free trade with 
all parts of the world, poſſeſſed by the 
American coloniſts, as of natural right, and 
which no law of their own had taken away 
or abridged, was next the object of unjuſt 
encroachment. Some of the colonies hay- 
ing thought proper to continue the admi- 
nĩſtration of their government in the name 
and under the authority of his majeſty 
king Charles the firſt, whom, notwith- 
ſtanding his late depoſition by the com- 
monwealth of England, they continued in 
the ſovereignty of their ſtate ; the patlia 
ment for the commonwealth took tht 
ſame in high offence, and aſſumed upon 
themſelves the power ob prohibiting thelf 
trade with all other parts of the world, ei 
cept the iſland of Great Britain, This arb1 
trary act, however, they ſoon recalled, and) 
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aan treaty, entered into on the 12th 
of March, 1651, between the faid 
monwealth by their commiſſioners, 
xd the colony of Virginia by their 
uſe of burgeſſes, it was expreſsly ſtipu- 
kted, by the 8th article of the ſaid trea- 
that they ſhould have (free trade 
p the people of England do enjoy to 
places, and with. all nations, accor- 
Ing to the laws of that commonwealth.” 
lit that, upon the reſtoration of his ma- 


lim to arbitrary power; and by ſeveral 
u of his reign, as well as of ſome of 
ſucceſſors, the trade of the colonies 
laid under ſuch reſtrictions, as ſhew 
ut hopes they might form from the 
lice of a Britiſh parliament, were its 
Kontrouled power admitted over theſe 
ts. Hiſtory has informed us that bo- 
gof men, as well as individuals, are 
EeDtible of the ſpirit of tyranny. A 
"of theſe acts of parliament for regu- 


bon, Bit has been 9 called, ; 7 


n c. 2. c. 7. 8. 
Ke 2. 11. W. z. 4 Aube, 6, G. 2. c. 13. 4 


i King Charles the Second, their 
Nuts of free commerce fell once more a 


ed, while the principles and power of 
- Britiſh parliament be the ſame, haye 


(14). 
the American trade, if all other evide 
were removed out of the caſe, would 
deniably evince the truth of this obſer 
tion. Beſides the duties they impoſe 
our articles of export and import, t 
prohibit our going to any markets nort 
ward of Cape Fineſterre, in the kingd( 
of Spain, for the fale of commodit 
which Great Britain will not take fr 
us, and for the purchaſe of others, y 
which ſhe cannot ſupply us, and that 
no other 'than the arbitrary purpoſes 
purchaſing for themſelves, by a facrif 
of our rights and intereſts, certain pri 
leges in their commerce with an all 
ſtate, who in confidence that their exc 
five trade with America will be conti 


dulged themſelves in every exorbita 
which their avarice could dictate, or 
neceſſities extort; have raiſed their ce 
modities, called for in America, to 
double and treble of what they {old 
before ſuch excluſive privileges were gl 
them, and of what better commodi 
ef the ſame kind would coſt us cliſcwit 


(15 ] 

dat the ſame time give us muck leſs 
x what we carry thither, than might be 
xd at more convenient ports, That 
& acts prohibit us from carrying in 
x of other purchaſers the ſurplus of 
x tobaccoes remaining after the con- 
potion of Great Britain is ſupplied ; ſo 
ue muſt leave them with the Britiſh 
gchant for whatever he will pleaſe to 
by us, to be by him reſhipped to fo- 
m markets, where he will reap the 
kefits of making ſale of them for full 
ie, That to heighten till the idea of 
lamentary juſtice, and to ſhew with 
ut moderation they are like to exerciſe 
er, where themſelves are to feel no 
of its weight, we take leave to men- 
Ito his majeſty certain other acts of 
lik parliament, by which they would 
Abit us from manufacturing for our 
d ule the articles we raiſe on our own 
with our own labour. By an act“ 
Klin the 5th year of the reign of his 


can ſubject is forbidden to make a hat 
limſelf of the fur which he has taken 

©C 3 perhaps 
* 5. C. 3. 


macſty king George the ſecond, an 
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perhaps on his own ſoil; an inſlance 
deſpotiſm to which no parallel can beg 
duced in the moſt arbitrary ages of | 
tiſh hiſtory. By one other act,“ paſſe 
the 23d year of the ſame reign, the! 
which we make we are forbidden tot 
nufacture, and heavy as that article 
and neceſſary in every branch of hu 
dry, befides commiſſion and inſurat 
we are to pay freight for it to Great 
tain, and freight for it back again, for 
purpoſe of ſupporting not men, but « 
chines, in the iſland of Great Brit 
In the ſame ſpirit of equal and impa 
legiſlation is to be viewed the act of 
liament, A paſſed in the 5th year of 
ſame reign, by which American lands 
made ſubject to the demands of Br 
creditors, while their own lands were 
continued unanſwerable for their del 
from which one of theſe concluſions 
neceſſarily follow, either that juſtic 
not the ſame in America as in Britain 
elſe that the Britiſh parliament pay les 
gard to it than there. But that we d 
point out to his majeſty the injuſtiq . 
2 19 


urin 
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theſe acts, with intent to reſt on that prin- 
ale the cauſe of their nullity ; but to 
hew that experience confirms the pro- 
wrety of thoſe political principles which 
exempt us from the juriſdiftion of the 
Britiſh parliament. The true ground on 
which we declare theſe aQs void is, that 
the Britiſh parliament has no right to ex- 
reiſe authority over us. 

That theſe exerciſes of uſurped power 
ue not been confined to inſtances alone, 
n which themſelves were intereſted, but 
hey have alſo intermeddled with the re- 
mation of the internal affairs of the co- 
nies. The act of the gth of Anne for 
thabliſhing a poſt-office in America ſeems 
Þ have had little connection with Britiſh 
{nvenience, except that of accommodat- 
ere bis majeſiy's miniſters and favourites 
de e the fale of a lucrative and eaſy of- 
ce, 

uti That thus have we haſtened through 
ca reigns which preceded his majeſty's, 
ling which the violations of our right 
ve doe leſs alarming, becauſe repeated at 
ultie diſtant intervals than that rapid and 
I ſucceſſion of injuries which is likely 
to 


— — — 
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to-diſtinguiſh the preſent from all other 
periods of American ſtory. Scarcely hayg 
our minds been able to emerge from thy 
aſtoniſhment into which one ſtroke of par 
liamentary thunder has involved us, be 
fore another more heavy, and more alarm 
ing, is fallen on us. Single acts of ty 
ranny may be aſcribed to the accident; 
opinion of a day ; but a ſeries of oppre 
fions, begun at a diſtinguiſhed period, an( 
purſued unalterably through every chang 
of miniſters, too plainly prove a delibe 
rate and ſyſtematical plan of reducing 
to ſlavery. 

That the act“ paſſed in the 4th year « 
his majeſty's reign, intitled “ An act fe 
granting certain duties in the Britiſh col 
nies and plantations in America, &c.' 

One other act, paſſed in the 5th ye! 
of his reign, intitled “ An act for gran 
ing and applying certain ſtamp duties 
other duties in the Britiſh colonics a 
plantations in America, &c.” 

One other actg, paſſed in the 6th ye 
of his reign, intituled, An act fort 
better ſecuring the independency of 

majeſ 
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mieſty's dominions in America upon the 
donn and parliament of Great Britain ;” 


of his reign, intituled, An act for 
mating duties on paper, tea, &c.” form 
hit connected chain of parliamentary 
Wrpation, which has already been the 
ect of frequent applications to his ma- 
py, and the houſes of lords and com- 
bons of Great Britain; and no anſwers 
ning yet been condeſcended to any of 
ee, we ſhall not trouble his majeſty 
th a repetition of the matters they con- 
ned, | 
But that one other a+, paſſed in the 
Ine 7th year of the reign, having been 
[peculiar attempt, muſt ever require pe- 
ar mention; it is intituled “ An act 
t ſuſpending the legiſlature of New- 
Ak.“ One free and independent legiſ- 
lure hereby takes upon itſelf to ſuſpend 
powers of another, free and indepen- 
as itſelf; thus exhibiting a phœnome- 
N unknown in nature, the creator and 
Mure of its own power. Not only the 
Iciples of common ſenſe, but the com- 
mon 


nd one other act, paſſed in the 7th year 


— — —— — -=_ 
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mon feelings of human nature, muſt be 
ſurrendered up before his majeſty's ſub 
jects here can be perſuaded to believe thy 
they hold their political exiſtence at thy 


will of a Britiſh parliament. Shai theft 
governments be diſſolved, their propert 


annihilated, and their people reduced to 
ſtate of nature, at the imperious breatl 
of a body of men, whom they never ſa 
in whom they never confided, and oye 
whom they have no powers of puniſh 
ment or removal, let their crimes again 
the American public be ever great 
Can any one reaſon be aſſigned wh 
160,000 electors in the iſland of Gre: 
Britain ſhould give law to four millions! 
the ſtates of America, every individu 
of whom is equal to every individual 
them, in virtue, in. underſtanding, a 
in bodily ſtrength ? Were this to be a 
mitted, inſtead of being a free people, 
we have hitherto ſuppoſed, and mean 
continue ourſelves, we ſhould ſuddenly 
found the ſlaves, not of one, but of 0 
hundred and fixty thouſand tyrants, d 
tinguiſhed too from all others by this ſ 


gular circumſtance, that they are remoy 
fro 
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um the reach of fear, the only reſtrain- 
g motive which may hold the hand of 


tyrant. | 


ich manner and for ſuch time as are 
ſerein mentioned the landing and diſ- 


thin the harbour of Boſton, in the pro- 
of Maflachuſetts Bay, in North 


lon of Britiſh parkiament ; a large and 
Wulous town, whoſe trade was their 
& ſubſiſtence, was deprived of that 
le, and involved in utter ruin. Let us 
Fa while ſuppoſe the queſtion of right 
ended, in order to examine this act 
inciples of juſtice : An act of parlia- 
It had been paſſed impoſing duties on 
to be paid in America, againſt which 
be Americans had proteſted as inau- 
Mitttive, The Eaſt India company, 
* Hill that time had never ſent a pound 
to America on their own account, 
forth on that occaſion the aſſertors of 
Wentary right, and ſend hither many 


7 14. G. 3, 


That by * an at ® to diſcontinue in 


Aging, lading or, ſhipping, of goods, 
res, and merchandize, at the town and 


Inerica,” which was paſſed at the laſt- 


D ſhip * 
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ſhip loads of that obnoxious commodit; 
The maſters of their ſeveral veſſels, how 
ever, on their arrival in America, wiſel 
attended to admonition, and returne 
with their cargoes. In the province 
New Englaitd alone the remonſtrances ( 
the people were diſregarded, and a con 
pliance, after being many days waited fe 
was flatly refuſed. Whether in this t 
maſter of the veſſel was governed by! 
obſtinacy, or his inſtructions, let the 
who know, ſay. There are extraordin: 
fituations which require extraordinary 
terpoſition. An exaſperated people, w 
feel that they poſſeſs power, are not ea 
reſtrained within limits ſtrictly regu 
A number of them aſſembled in the to 
of Boſton, threw the tea into the oct 
and diſperſed without doing any other 
of violence. If in this they did wie 
they were known and were amenabl 
the laws of the land, againſt which it c 

not be objected that they had ever, in 
inſtance, been obſtructed or diverted 
their regular courſe in favour of pop 
offenders. They ſhould therefore 
have been diſtruſted on this oc 


( 23 ] 


zu that ill-fated colony had formerly been 


ud in their enmities againſt the houſe 
Stuart, and were now devoted to ruin 
hy that unſeen hand which governs the 
nomentous affairs of this great empire. 
(n the partial repreſentations of a few 
wrthleſs miniſterial dependents, whoſe 
waſtant office it has been to keep that 
wmernment embroiled, and who, by their 
Ircheries, hope to obtain the dignity of 
&e Britiſh knighthood, without calling 
x a party accuſed, without aſking 8 
of, without attempting a diſtinction 
tween the guilty and the innocent, the 
bole of that ancient and wealthy town 
n moment reduced from opulence to 
wary, Men who had ſpent their lives 
jextendiog the Britiſh commerce, who 
Kinveſted in that place the wealth their 
het endeavours had merited, found 
alclves and their families throwa at 
* on the world for ſubſiſtence by its 
tes. Not the huudredth part of the 
Witants of that town had been con- 
ed in the act complained of; many 
tem wero in Great Britain and in 
* parts beyond ſea; yet all were in- 
D 2 volved 
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volved in one indiſcriminate ruin, bl 
new executive power, unheard of till th 
that of a Britiſh parliament. A prope 
of the value of many millions of moni 
was ſacrificed to revenge, not repay, 
loſs of a few thouſands. This is ad 
niſtering juſtice with a heavy hand 
deed! and when is this tempeſt to 
arreſted in its courſe ? Two wharks 
to be opened again when his majeſty 
think proper. The reſidue which li 
the extenſive ſhores of the bay of Bo 
are for ever interdicted the exerciſe 
commerce. This little exception ſe 
to have been thrown in for no © 
purpoſe than that of ſetting a prece( 
for inveſting his majeſty with legiſ 
powers, If the pulſe of his people 
beat calmly under this experiment, 
ther and another will be tried, till 
meaſure of deſpotiſm be filled up: 
would be an inſult on common ſe 
pretend that this exception was mal 
order to reſtore its commerce to that 
town. The trade which cannot be rec 
at two wharfs alone muſt of neceſi 
transferred to ſome other place; to 
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wil ſoon be followed by that of the 
wo wharfs. Conſidered in this light, it 
would be an inſolent and cruel mockery 
the annihilation of the town of Boſton. 
By the act for the ſuppreſſion of 
tots and tumults in the town of Boſton, 
aſſed alſo in the laſt ſeſſion of parlia- 
nent, a murder committed there is, if 
the governor pleaſes, to be tried in the 
wurt of King's Bench, in the iſland of 
Great Britain, by a jury of Middleſex, 
The witneſſes, too, on 1cceipt of ſuch a 
um as the governor ſhall think it reaſon- 
e for them to expend, are to enter into 
xcopnizance to appear at the trial. This 
„ in other words, taxing them to the 
mount of their recognizance, and that 
mount may be whatever a governor 
peales; for who does his majeſty think 
en be prevailed on to croſs the Atlantic 
br the ſole purpoſe of bearing evidence 
ba fact? His expences are to be borne, 
adzed, as they ſhall be eſtimated by a 
wernor; but who are to feed the wife 
nd children whom he leaves behind, and 
Sho have had no other ſubſiſtence but 
| his 
* 14 G. 3. 
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his daily labour? Thoſe epidemical d i 
orders, too, ſo terrible in a foreign clinaiY 
is the cure of them to be eſlimated amoi 
the articles of expence, and their danolf 
to be warded off by the almighty pow 
of parliament? And the wretched cri 
nal, if he happen to have offended ( 
the American fide, ſtripped of his pri 
lege of trial by peers of his vicinage, 
moved from the place where alone f 
evidence could be obtained, without m 
ney, without counſel, without friend 
without exculpatory proof, is tried befo 
judges predetermined ro condemn, Th 
cowards who would ſuffer a countrymi 
to be torn from the bowels of their ſ 
ciety, in order to be thus offered a {acrifi 
to parliamentary tyranny, would merit th 
everlaſting infamy now fixed on the al 
thors of the act! A clauſe * for a ſimil 
purpoſe had been introduced into an ad 
paſſed in the 12th year of his majeſt 
reign, intitled, * An act for the bett 
ſecuring and preſerving his majelh 
dockyards, magazines, ſhips, ammun 
tion, and ſtores ;” , again{t which, 
meriti 
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vciting the ſame cenſures, the ſeveral co- 
hajes have already proteſted, 

That theſe are the acts of power, aſ- 
med by a body of men, foreign to our 
mſtitutions, and unacknowledged by our 
ins, againſt which we do, on behalf of 
de inhabitants of Britiſh America, enter 
tis our ſolemn and determined proteſt; 
ad we do earneſtly intreat his majeſty, 
et the only mediatory power between 
he ſeveral ſtates of the Britiſh empire, to 
ommend to his parliament of Great 
tain the total revocation of theſe acts, 
mich, however nugatory they be, may 
kt prove the cauſe of further diſcantents 
ud jealouſies among us. | 

That we next proceed to conſider the 
duct of his majeſty, as holding the ex- 
Kutive powers of the laws of theſe ſtates, 
ud mark out his deviations from the line 
duty: By the conſtitution of Great 
ditain, as well as of the ſeveral American 
lates, his majeſty poſſeſſes the power of 
iuling to paſs into a law any bill which 
k:lready paſſed the other two branches 
U legiſlature. His majeſty, however, 
ad his anceſtors, conſcious of the impro- 


priety 
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priety of oppoſing their fingle opinion te 
the united wiſdom of two houſes of par 
lament, while their proceedings were un 
biafſed by intereſted principles, for ſevera 
ages paſt have modeſtly declined the ex 
erciſe of this power in that part of hi 
empire called Great Britain. But b 
change of circumſtances, other principle 
than thoſe of juſtice ſimply have obtainet 
an influence on their determinations; th 
addition of new ſtates to the Britiſh empirt 
has produced an addition of new, an 
ſometimes oppoſite intereſts. It is no- 
therefore, the great office of his majelt 
to reſume the exerciſe of his negatiy 
power, and to prevent the paſſage of lau 
by any one legiflature of the empire 
which might bear injuriouſly on th 
rights and intereſts of another. Ye 
this will not excuſe the wanton exer 
ciſe of this power which we have ee 
his majeſty practiſe on the laws of th 
American legiſlatures. For the mol 
trifling reaſons, and ſometimes f 
no conceivable reaſon at all, his n. 
jeſty has rejected laws of the molt {i 


lutary tendency, The abolition of dc 
meſti 
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zeltic ſlavery is the great object of deſire in 
hoſe colonies, where it was unhappily in- 
wduced in their infant ſtate, But pre- 
jou; to the enfranchiſement of the ſlaves 
| have, it is neceſſary to exclude all fur- 
ter importations from Africa; yet our 
Wireated attempts to effect this by prohi- 
ons, and by impoſing duties which 
kioht amount to a prohibition, have been 
erto defeated by his majeſty's negative: 
us preferring the immediate advantages 
[a few African corſairs to the laſting in- 
tells of the American ſtates, and to the 
ts of human nature, deeply wounded 
this infamous practice. Nay, the ſingle 
ktpolition of an intereſted individual 
falt a law was ſcarcely ever known to 
af ſucceſs, tho' in the oppoſite ſcale 
ie placed the intereſts of a whole coun- 
That this is ſo ſhameful an abuſe of 
wer truſted with his majeſty for other 
noſes, as if not reformed, would call 
me legal reſtrictions. 

With equal inattention to the neceſſi- 
bo his people here, has his majeſty 
E permitted 


; precarious of all tenures, his majelty's wi 
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And to render this grievance ſtill more 


that they can paſs no law, of any mom 


1298 1 
permitted our laws to lie neglected in Eng 
land for years, neither confirming the 
by bis aſſent, nor annulling them byh 
negative; ſo that ſuch of them as have! 
ſuſpending clauſe, we hold on the m 


and ſuch of them as ſuſpend thetnſelvest 
his majeſty's aſſent be obtained, we h 
feared, might be called into exiſtence 
ſome future and diſtant period, when ti 
and change of circumſtances, ſhall h 
rendered them deſtructive to his people he 


ꝓreſſi ve, his majeſty, by his inſtructions, 
laid his governors under ſuch reſtridi 


unleſs it have ſuch ſuſpending clauſe 
that, however immediate may be the 


for legiſlative interpoſition, the law 
not be executed till it has twice cr 
the Atlantic, by which time, the 
*may have'ſpent its whole force. 
But in what terms, reconcileable tl 
jeſty, and at the ſame time to truth, 


we ſpeak of a late inſtruction to bi 


| 
. 


«. 
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s governor of the colony of Virginia, 
"which he is forbidden to aſſept to any 
ww for the diviſion of a county, unleſs the 
xy county will conſent to have no repre» 
tative in aſſembly ? that colony has, as 
xt, fixed no boundary to the weſtward, 
Their weſtern counties, therefore, are of 
ndefinite extent; ſome of them are actu- 
ij ſeated many hundred miles from their 
ſtern limits. Is it poſſible, then, that 
Is majeſty can have beſtowed a ſingle 
bought on the ſituation of thoſe people, 
o, in order to obtain juſtice for injuries, 
pwever great or ſmall, muſt, by the laws 
that colony, attend their county court, 
ſuch a diſtance, with all their witneſſes, 
wnthly, till their litigation be determin- 
|; or, does his majeſty ſeriouſly. wiſh, 
M publiſh it to the world, that his ſub- 
ks ſhould give up the glorious right of 
preſentation, with all the benefits derived 
tm that, and ſubmit themſelves the ab- 
lute flaves of his ſovereign will? or, is it 


: ber meant to confine the legiſlative body 
th, WP their preſent numbers, that they may 
his E 2 be 
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'as traitors to their country, was, that the 


ing kings have adopted the opinion of the 


there, to diflolve the prefent parliamel 


! 
be the cheaper bargain whenever th 
ſhall become worth a purchaſe. 

One of the articles of impeachme 
againſt Treſilian, and the other judges 
Weſtminſter-hall, in the reign of Rich 
the ſecond, for which they ſuffered deat 


had adviſed the king that he might difol 


his parliament at any time; and ſucceed 


unjuſt judges. Since the eſtabliſhme 
however, of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
the glorious revolution, on its free at 
antient principles, neither his majeſty, 
his anceſtors have exerciſed ſuch a poy 
of diſſolution in the iſland of Great 
tain ; and when his majeſty was pe 
tioned, by the united voice of his peo 


who had become obnoxious to them, | 
miniſters were heard to declare, in 0 
parliament, that his majeſty poſſeſſed 
ſuch power by the conſtitution. Buth 
different their language and his prac 
here! To declare, as their duty requi 
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the known rights of their country, to op- 
pole the uſurpations of every foreign judi- 
ature, to diſregard the imperious man- 
ates of a miniſter or governor, have been 
the avowed cauſes of diſſolving houſes of 
repreſentatives in America. But if ſuch 
powers be really veſted in his majeſty, can 
he ſuppoſe they are there placed to awe the 
members from ſuch purpoſes as theſe ? 
When the repreſentative body have loſt the 
tnhdence of their conſtituents ; when 
bey have notoriouſly made ſale of their 
moſt valuable rights; when they have aſ- 
med to themſelves powers which the 
jeople never put into their hands, then, 
deed, their continuing in office becomes 
Wngerous to the ſtate, and calls for an ex- 
geiſe of the power of diſſolution. Such 
King the cauſes for which the repreſen- 
live body ſhould, and ſhould not, be diſ- 
Wred, will it not appear ſtrange to an 
ubiaſſed obſerver, that that of ( cat Bri- 
Wn was not diſſolved, while tho of the 


lonies have repeatedly incurred that ſen- 
ence ? 


peof 


ſled 


But 
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But your majeſty, or your governors, 
hin carried this power beyond every l- 
mit known, or provided for, by the laws 
after diſſolving one houſe of repreſenta 
uves, they have refuſed to call another, { 
that, for a great length of time, the legif 
lature provided by the laws has been ou 
of exiſtence. From the nature of things 
every ſociety mult at all times poſſeſs withiq 
itſelf the ſovereign powers of legifatio 
The feelings of human nature reve 
againſt the ſuppoſition of a ſtate ſo fit 
ated, as that it may not, in any emergenc 
provide againſt dangers, which, perhap 
threaten ,immediate ruin. While tho 


bodies are in exiſtence, to whom the peopiiſ ©" 
Have delegated the powers of legillatio 4 
they alone poſſeſs, and may exerciſe th 
powers ; but when they are diſſolved, = 
the lopping off one or more of ti * 

Pole: 


branches, the power reverts to the peop 
who may exerciſe it to unlimited exte 
either aſſembling together i in perſon, ſe 
ing deputies, or in any other way | 
may think proper. We forbear tot 


4 


E 

wulequences further; the dangers ars 
anſpicuous with which this practice is 
plete. 

That we ſhall, at this time alſo, take 
notice of an error in the nature of our 
ind holdings, which crept in at a very 
arly period of our ſettlement. The in- 
roduction of the feudal tenures into the 
tingdom of England, tho' antient, is well 
enough underſtood to ſet this matter in a 
proper light. In the earlier ages of the 
axon ſettlement, feudal holdings were 
ertainly altogether unknown; and very 
kw, if any, had been introduced at the 
lime of the Norman conqueſt. Our Saxon 
mceſtors held their lands, as they did 
beit perſonal property, in abſolute domi- 
won, diſencumbered with any ſuperior, 
ulwering nearly to the nature of thoſe 
plleflions which the feudaliſts term allo- 
dal, William, the Norman, firſt intro- 
tced that ſyſtem generally. The lands, 
wich had belonged to thoſe who fell in 
be battle of Haſtings, and in the ſubſe- 
Wat inſurrections of his reign, formed a 
con- 


— 


1 
conſiderable proportion of the lands of the 
whole kingdom. Theſe he granted out, 
ſubject to feudal duties, as did he alf 
thoſe of a great number of his neu ſub- 
jects, who, by perſuaſions, or threats, were 
induced to ſurrender them for that pur- 
pole. But ſtill much was left in the 
hands of his Saxon ſubjects ; held of no 
ſuperior, and not ſubject to feudal condi- 
tions. Theſe, therefore, by expreſs laws, 
enacted to render uniform the ſyſtem of mi- 
litarydefence, were made liable to the ſame 
military duties as if they had been feuds; 
and the Norman lawyers ſoon found means 
to ſaddle them alſo with all the other teu 
dal burthens. But till they had not bee 
ſurrendered to the king ; they were not 
derived from his grant, and therefore the 

were not holden of him. A general prin 
ciple, indeed, was introduced, that «y 
lands in England, were held either me 
diately, or immediately of the crown; 
but this was borrowed from thoſe hold 
ings, which were truly feudal, and on) 
applied to others for the purpoſes of illul 


tration 


* 

.. Feudal holdings werey therefore 
oreptions out of the Saxon laws vf 
on, under which all lands were 


m the baſis or gfound-work of the 
mon law, to prevail whereſoever the 
tions have not taken place. Ame- 
was not conquered by William the 
tan, nor its lands ſurrendered to him, 
of his ſucceſſors. Poſſeſſions there, 
Indoubtedly of the allodial nature. Our 
ſors, however, who migrated hither, 
ſumers, not lawyers, The fictitious 
ple, that all lands belong originally 
king, they were early perſuaded to 
real ; and accordingly. took grants 
wt own lands from the crown, And 


lums, and on reaſonable rents; there 
Þ inducement to atreſt the error, 
it open to public view. But his 
Fas lately taken on him to advance 
Its of purchaſe, and of holding to 
We of what they were; by which 
F means, 


Yin abſolute right. Theſe, therefore, 


lhe crown continued to grant for 


means, the acquiſition of lands being ri 
dered difficult, the population of our co 
try is likely to be checked. It is ti 
therefore, for us to lay this matter be 
his majeſty, and to declare that he ha 
right to grant lands of himſelf. From 
nature and purpoſe of civil inſtitution 
the lands within the limits, which 
particular ſociety has circumſcribed ar 
itſelf, are aſſumed. by that ſociety, 
ſubject to their allotment only. This 
be done by themſelves, aſſembled ce 
tively, or by their legiſlature, to » 
they may have delegated ſovereign a 
rity; and, if they are alloted in neiti 
theſe ways, each individual of the { 
may appropriate to himſelf ſuch lan 
he finds vacant, and occupancy wil 
him title, | 
That, in order to enforce the al 
meaſures before complained of, | 
jeſty has, from time to time, ſent 

- us large bodies of armed forces, 10 


up of the people here, nor raiſed 


all 
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athority of our laws. Did his majeſty 
poſſeſs ſucha right as this, it might ſwallow 
ip all our other rights whenever he ſhould 
tink proper. But his majeſty has no 
icht to land a fingle armed man on our 
ſhores, and thoſe whom he fends here are 
ſable to our laws made for the ſuppreſſion 
nd putiſhment of riots,” touts, and un- 
lwful aſſemblies; or, are hoſtile bodies, 
mading us in defiance of law. When, 
h the courſe of the late war, it became 
upedient that a body of Hanoverian troops 
would be brought over for the defence of 
breit Britain, his maſeſty's grandfather, 
ar late ſovereign, did not pretend to in- 
luce them under any authority he poſ- 
fled. Such a meaſure would have given 
Alarm to his ſubjects in Great Britain, 
doſe liberties would not be ſafe, if armed 
in of another country, and of ano- 
fr ſpirit, might be brought into the 
Kim at any time, without the conſent of 
W legiſlature. He therefore applied to 
Klament, who paſſed an act for that pur- 


2 pale, 


[ 40 
roſe, limiting che number. to be brough 
in, and the time they were to continue 
| In like manner is his majeſty reſtrained i 

every part of the empire. He poſſeſſa 
indeed, the executive. power of the lawsi 
every ſtate; but they are the laws of th 


| 

particular-ſtate,. which he is to adminiſte ; 

1 within that ſtate, and not thoſe of any o l 
lt within the limits of another. Every (ta » 
[| muſt judge for itſelf, the number of arm 
men which they may ſafely truit amo 

them, of whom. they are to conſiſt, k 

under what, reſtrictions they (ball be lad 

To render theſe proceedings ſtill noi 

criminal againſt our laws, inſtead of ſuii A 

jecting the military to the civil power * 

his majeſty has expreſsly made the ci 
ſubordinate to the military. But, can H 

majeſty | thus put, down all law under gh tte 

feet ? Can he ere& a power ſuperior ir 

that which erected himſelf? He has daf n 

it indeed by force, but let him rememb i ut 

that force cannot give right. uri. 


* 


= *: 4 
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That theſe are our grievances, which 
we have thus laid before his majeſty, with 
that freedom of language and ſentiment 
which becomes a free people claiming their 
tights; as derived from the laws of na- 
ture, and not as the gift of their chief ma- 
riſtrate : let thoſe flatter who fear; it is 
dot an American art. To give praiſe 
which is not due, might be woll from the 
jenal, but would ill beſeem thoſe who are 
ferting the rights of human nature. They 
know, and will therefore ſay, that kings 
xe the ſervants, not the proprietors of the 
people. Open your breaſt, Sire, to libe- 
nl and expanded thought. Let not the 
tame of George the Third be a blet in the 
ge of hiſtory. You, are ſurtounded by 
britiſh counſellors, but. remember that 
bey are parties. You have no miniſters 
kr American affairs, becauſe you. have 
jone taken from among us, nor amenable 
bite laws on which they are to give you 
Wice, It hehoves. you, therefore, to 
Wk, and to act for yourſelf and your 


people, 


| | 
2 _ 


1 


people. The great ptinciples of right and 
wrong are legible to every reader ; to pur- 
ſue them, requires not the aid of many 
counſellors. The whole art of govern 
ment conſiſts in the art of being honeſt 
Only aim to do your duty, and mankind 
will give you credit where you fail. Ne 
longer perſevere in facrificing the rights df 
one part of the empire to the inordinats 
deſires of another ; but deal out to al 
equal and impartial right. Let no act bt 
' paſſed by any one legiſlature, which ma 
infringe on the rights and liberties of ano 
ther. This is the important poſt in whic 
fortune has placed you, holding the ba 
| Jance of a great, if a well poiſed empire 
This, Sire, is the advice of your grea 
American council, on the obſervance 0 
which, may, perhaps, depend your fel 
city and future fame, and the preſervatio 
of that harmony, which alone can cont! 
nue both to Great Britain and Americ 
the-reciprocal advantages of their connec 
tion. -It is neither onr wiſh, nor our ! 


* 


2 tere 
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welt, to ſeparate from her. We are will- 
pg, on our part, to facrifice every thing 
which reaſon can aſk, to the reſtoration 
of that tranquility for which all muſt wiſh. 
On their part, let them be ready to eſta- 
bliſh union and a generous plan. Let them 
ume their terms, but let them be juſt. 
Accept. of every commercial preference it 
in our power to give for ſuch things as 
we can raiſe for their uſe, or they make 
or ours. But let them not think to ex- 
dude us from going to other markets to 
liſpoſe of thoſe commodities which they 
cannot uſe, or to ſupply thoſe wants which 
they cannot ſupply. Still leſs, let it be 
jropoſed that our properties within our 
om territories, ſhall be taxed or regu- 
led by any power on earth but our own. 
The God who gave us life, gave us li- 
terty at the ſame time; the hand of force 
ty deſtroy, but cannot disjoin them. 
This, Sire, is our laſt, our determined 
Rblution; and that you will be pleaſed 
Dnterpoſe with that efficacy which your 

earneſt 


| earneſt endeavours may enſure to proct 


of all Britiſh America! 
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redreſs of theſe our great grievances, te 
quiet the minds of your ſubjects in Brit 
America, againſt any apprehenſions of fu 
ture encroachment, to eſtabliſh fraternal 
love and harmony through the whole em 


pire; and that theſe may continue to the 
lateſt ages of time, is, the fervent prayet 


